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so or so directed for good or evil, according to the
particular position, opposition, conjunction or situa-
tion of those stars or planets in differing houses ; as
if these could be the directors of the fate of persons,
families and nations; and that the events of things
were directed by them, and by the seasons and times
of their stations here or there in the course of their
ordinary motion, whether direct or retrograde: in a
word, the practice of judicial astrology, though not
a dealing with, or by the help of the Devil, is
condemned here, as being a plain robbing divine
Providence of its known glory, in directing and dis-
posing both causes and events in all things relating
to the government of mankind, or indeed of the
whole world, and ascribing that to the poor innocent
unconcerned stars or planets which is singly in the
disposition of him that made them. The stars and
planets are no intelligent beings; they have indeed
a vegetative or active life, but as to knowledge or
acquaintance of or with human affairs, they are
entirely lifeless bodies, utterly incapable of influencing
or directing anything, or of any motion or action,
other than by the direction of the same power and
providence which made and guides them in common
with the rest of the world.

3. Using enchantments. These are variously de-
scribed by the ancients; but to explain it by our
modern terms of art, this is what we call conjuring;
and this is certainly performed by the immediate
agency and assistance of the evil spirit, when the
magician using these enchantments, works by the
secret aid of the Devil some wonderful thing, so as
to surprise the beholders, and make them think the
operator is vested with supernatural power, and
consequently is some extraordinary man, Thus
when St. Paul healed the lame man at Lystra, the
people, surprised with the miracle, cried out pre-
sently, The gods are come down to us, in the likeness